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Understanding Melanoma: About Melanoma

Melanoma Stats, Facts, and Figures
1% of All Cancer Cases
Melanoma is the least common but the most deadly skin cancer, accoun㠏ng for
only about 1% of all cases, but the vast majority of skin cancer death. 1
In 2016, it is es㠏mated that there will be 76,380 new cases of melanoma in the
United States and 10,130 deaths from the disease. 2

Types of Melanoma
Melanoma Stats, Facts,
and Figures
How Melanoma Develops
Moles & Other Lesions
Other Skin Cancers

46,870 cases of invasive melanoma will occur in males.
29,510 cases of invasive melanoma will occur in females.

25% of Melanoma Cases
People under age 45 account for 25% of all melanoma cases.

200% Increase Since 1973
The incidence rate of melanoma has doubled since 1973. The United States has
experienced a drama㠏c increase in the number of melanoma cases over the past
few decades. The incidence of melanoma has increased 15 㠏mes in the last 40
years. This is a more rapid increase than for any other cancer. 3 In the United
Kingdom, a similar increase in the incidence has been seen. 4

5 Year Survival Rate Has Increased
During this same 㠏me period, there has been a signiﬁcant rise in overall 5‐year
survival in pa㠏ents with melanoma. This may be due to earlier diagnosis, when
tumors are s㠏ll at a thinner depth, as well as improved treatment and surgical
techniques. 5
The mortality rate for melanoma (number of deaths per 100,000 people each year)
has increased at a much slower pace and has remained stable over the past 10
years.

Common Cancer
Melanoma is the third most common cancer among women ages 20‐39 and the
second most common cancer in men ages 20‐39.
In the US, melanoma is currently the ﬁ鷃�h most common cancer in men and the
seventh most common in women of all age groups.

America’s Highest Risk Population
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Caucasian‐Americans are 23 㠏mes more likely to develop melanoma than African‐
Americans. Worldwide, Caucasian popula㠏ons have the highest risk of developing
melanoma, and Asian popula㠏ons have the lowest risk. 6

10% of all people with melanoma
have a family history of melanoma.

World’s Highest Risk Countries
The world’s highest incidence of melanoma is in Australia and New Zealand (more
than twice as high as in North America). This may be due to how close these
countries are to the equator, their greatly reduced ozone layer, and their
popula㠏on of mostly fair‐skinned people.
Because of Australia’s extensive skin cancer screening program, there has been a
decrease in average tumor depth at the 㠏me of diagnosis.

Figures From Around the World
About 232,000 new cases of melanoma are diagnosed worldwide each year,
according to the World Health Organiza㠏on.
In some parts of the world, especially among western countries, melanoma is
becoming more common every year. In the United States, for example, the
percentage of people who develop melanoma has more than doubled in the past
30 years.
The incidence of malignant melanoma in Caucasian popula㠏ons generally increases
with decreasing la㠏tude, with the highest recorded incidence occurring in
Australia, where the annual rates of melanoma are 10 and over 20 㠏mes the rates
in Europe for women and men respec㠏vely.

Likelihood of Getting Melanoma
Melanoma is most commonly diagnosed in non‐Hispanic whites; 1 per 100,000 in
African Americans, 4 per 100,000 in Hispanics, and 25 per 100,000 in non‐Hispanic
whites.
Incidence rates are higher in women than in men before the age of 50, but by age
65, rates in men double those in women, and by age 80 they are triple. 2
Ten percent of all people with melanoma have a family history of melanoma.

Survival Rates
6,750 males and 3,380 females are expected to die of melanoma during 2016. 2
92% and 89% is the survival rate for people with all stages of melanoma to live
without the disease for at least 5 or 10 years.
https://www.aimatmelanoma.org/aboutmelanoma/melanomastatsfactsandfigures/
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Note: All survival rates are es瓀�mated averages based on past cases but do not
necessarily mean that it may predict your individual survival. Every person and
every case is diﬀerent, and many factors may contribute to survival.

All Stages

Local

Regional

Distant

92%

98%

63%

17%

Note: Based on data from 2005‐2011.

Race

Survival Rate

White

93%

African American

70%

All Races

93%

Note: Based on data from 2005‐2011.

Probability of Developing Melanoma of the Skin
Gender

Birth to 49

50 to 59

60 to 69

70 and Older

Male

0.30%
(1 in 297)

0.40%
(1 in 238)

0.80%
(1 in 127)

2.2%
(1 in 45)

Female

0.50%
(1 in 206)

0.30%
(1 in 321)

0.40%
(1 in 242)

0.9%
(1 in 107)

Note: Based on data from 2010‐2012.

State

Estimated Cases

California

8,560

Florida

6,200

New York

4,250
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Pennsylvania

3,750

Texas

2,920

Ohio

2,880

North Carolina

2,850

Michigan

2,560

Georgia

2,540

Illinois

2,500
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